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Soviets Amenable 


To SALT Shifts, | 


Senators { nfer’ 


. 


-By Kevin Klose © 


Washington Post Foreten Service “~~ 


MOSCOW, Aug. 28—Senior Soviet . 


officials. have indicated a. willingness 
to considér “significant” cutbacks ‘in 
nuclear weapons stockpiles in any fu-- 
ture negotiations _ about 


he also detected tacit Soviet accept- 
ance of more comprehensive verifica- 
tion procedures than under the SALT 
II agreement, an attitude that could 
lead eventually to onsite inspections. 
Biden and five other senators have 
looked for possible Soviet attitudes to- 


.ward prospective negotiations on a 


third strategic arms limitation treaty 


during three days- of meetings with. 


’ Soviet officials, . 


Biden added that Soviet officials, . 


during four plenary sessions devoted 
almost exclusively to strategic arms 
matters, accepted without strong de- 
mur the senators’ assertions that such 


‘ powerful Soviet tactical nuclear weap- 


ons systems as the SS-20 and Backfire 
bomber must be specifically included 


in’ any successor to the SALT IT |. i tog 


agreeement. SALT II was signed. by 


“president Carter and Soviet leader 


Leonid Brezhnev in June. The treaty 


has come under sharp criticism from s WN: 


some senators who are expected to 
vote on its ratification in early winter. 


“According <to-one delegation -5 + Cs 
attitudes were - 
suggested as much by such: silences as ee: 
by specific Soviet retorts to the senu- Naat 4 


source, the Soviets’ 


tors’ statements. Biden and Sen. Rich- 
ard Lugar (R-Ind.) indicated this was 
notable especially in the Soviets “re- 
sponses to the senators’ repeated as- 
sertions that the Senate will insert 
“modifications” or “reservats ions” into 
the pending SALT II. 

The Soviets were said to have lis- 
_tened carefully to the senators’ expla- 


“nations of these proposals and report- 


edly made no substantive reply. This 
calm response by the Kremlin group, 


strategic 

weapons, according to the head: of - a 

. US. Senate delegation visiting here... . 
Sen. Joseph D. Biden (D-Del.) said 


30 August 1979 


| ten: tnelude deputy chie? of the.S 

oviet general | 
-atait Sergei Akhromeyev,a strategic arms ieeeatae 
yeaa! ite sharpcontrast to.the grim-warnings by Brezh- 


ney: and- other’ Politburo leaders that the Soviet Un- = 


 DFSne would ¢ ‘néver. ‘accept’ modification of the accord, 


athe: took deven years te negotiate.: 
sie The: senators met - ‘today’: with ‘Soviet previ 
Xlexel. ‘Kosygin: in‘what’ Biden: and Lugar _bremier 
aS alvery’ cordial,”. three-hour’ session devoted to 
z sae ed: discussion: ‘of SALT issues. i 
ley: ‘Said! Kosygin' engaged. them in’ itvely 
'y debate 
‘on vattous points;-but that ie ‘Session as 
e@ by; bi er: disagreement... : a a 
o-U3.. delezation;: which | iia indluded Sens. 
David ‘Boren: “(D-Okla: ), Bill: Bradley (D-N.J.), Carl 
CLevin (D-Mivh. )'an@ David-Pryor (D-Ark,), arrived in 
SUdningrad'last: week: as, guests uf the. Supreme So- 
gviet: ‘the figurehead. national: legislature. It is the 
hi stic delegation. of senators.or congressmen to | 
ceome, here, in the ; past. year.and. prabably the last 
 before:the Senate:moves toa: final yote on the: arms | 


“treaty 

: osygin ho. lasts "year: pelittled th 
iSenate in anangry “flareup with: a group led by Soa 
pAbrabaea. Rihicort. (D-Conn,),: seemed to understand 
h thé ‘role’ ofthe; Senate and the importance of - 


As. 2 eleg ation: leader, ‘he teld: the Soviets d | 
i: th “Kremlin? sessions Saat. likel Sen vie 
ure irvations will inélude: & Seats oo 


fe *diseirgsions ” focused strongly on’ SALT III. as well.| 


pror a that. the. treaty’s “noneir-! 
eqhivention clause”. doesnot rule out U.S. se 
iAnros intermediate range strike | 


president Guat abrogate 
re found. to have violated | 


aettaee of: the: United States” and th 
the. Soviet officials.: “pelt, ae Pisces 
bas “Although ‘the group: ‘slanned to ‘test. ‘Soviet e 

tions, to.the.current. Senate debare on SALT Teac 


jo Biden- said: the. Soviets indicated willingness = 
itiate tactical nuclear force strengths in Doce cae 
erthney: alsa:: ‘agreéd ‘that :progress:in dealing with the 
i tdmplex* issues. raised by-such “forward based: ‘Sys- 
yfems” and: the’ ertilse missile must. be. made well 
satiend of. ‘the: SALT: TI ‘protocol Sey eton 
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